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Letters 

Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1F 7NA, UK 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7287 4767 email: letters@thewire.co.uk 
Please include a full name and address 
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Antibalas 


Bullets over Brooklyn. By Hua Hsu 
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Explore Iceland's 
new horizons 













John Fahey RIP 

The great guitarist died in February in Salem, Oregon from complications following 
open heart surgery. He was one week short of his 62nd birthday. Tribute by Lee Ranaldo 

























































Global Ear: San Diego 

A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month: 
How Trummerflora Collective are trafficking in free Improv 
across the Mexi-Cali border. Report by Ejival 




















Draw Me A Riot 

Your track by track guide to this month’s free 13 track Matador CD* 
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Invisible Jukebox 


Every month we play a musician or group a series of records which they’re asked to 
identify and comment on - with no prior knowledge of what they’re about to hear 
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Invisible Jukebox 







































































































Doctors of Madness 
San Francisco duo Matmos 
are electronic music's 
version of Quincy: two 
audio pathologists 
visiting the real world''s 
crime scenes and 
recreating them in 
forensic detail. 

Words: Jim Haynes 
Photos: Jake Waiters 






and then talking about it" 















































































































AS THE CULTURAL CANNIBAL 
OF BRAZILIAN TROPICALISMO, 
TOMZE’S STAR ROSE AND 
FELL WITHIN A FEW YEARS. 

NOW HIS STREAMS OF 
CONSCIOUSNESS, HYBRID 
RHYTHMS AND CABINET OF 
CURIOUS INSTRUMENTS HAVE 
BEEN REACTIVATED BY 
DAVID BYRNE AND TORTOISE. 
PAUL SULLIVAN MEETS ZE AT 
HIS SAO PAOLO HOME. 
PHOTOS: MARCIO SIMCH 





DEFECTIVE 




“BECAUSE I COULDN’T COMPOSE 
BEAUTIFUL SONGS FOR MY 
GIRLFRIEND, I STARTED TO MAKE 
CRAZY SONGS” 

































































































































“IF I HAVE A COFFEE, EVERYONE 
SMELLS IT ON MY BREATH. IT’S THE 
SAME WITH MY MUSIC: EVERYONE 
CAN SEE THE STYLES I USE” 
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One of the longest serving campaigners in improvised music, guitarraE^^^^^B is 
also one of the busiest, balancing the 35 year old AMM with a newer role as godfather 
of Mimeo. Words: Dan Warburton. Photos: Mattias Ek 



















“In AMM philosophy the three players plus the group itself makes four. 

It’s like the Chinese story of the man drinking wine in moonlight whose shadow 
becomes another member of the company” 
















































































































New York’s 1960s scene is inconceivable without The 
Velvet Underground. Now, a recently unearthed series 
of John Cale’s private recordings confirms the expatriate 
Welshman was the pivotal figure connecting The VU 
to La Monte Young’s Theater Of Eternal Music and 
The Dream Syndicate, and the underground movie world. 
Edwin Pouncey talks to Cale and calls up Tony Conrad 
about the experiments that determined music’s future. 
Portraits: Hamish Brown 









“They’re not exactly hi-fi but they have a rich thing about them. 

Some of them are typically raging around the room in a stupor trying 
to get an idea, but the violin pieces that are so studiously out of 






































































































“The key we were in was ten cycles; alpha rhythm. Which is what 
the brain experiences in dream state. When I left to join The Velvet 
Underground, I thought, This is how we can manipulate minds” 






































































































“I didn’t know what avant garde music was going to be 
but I thought New York had a future and Europe didn’t” 
































































































The Primer 

The Wire’s bimonthly guide to the essential recordings of a selected artist or genre. 
This month: Brian Duguid tunes in to the drones, phase shifts and altered temporal 
states of early minimalism. Illustration: Savage Pencil 
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Soundcheck 

This month’s selected CDs, albums and singles 
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No longer content with bitcrushing and granular synthesis, Autechre doctor 
their beats with Cronenberg growths and boils. By David Toop 








Soundcheck 








Soundcheck 
















Soundcheck 









Soundcheck 

















Soundcheck 




































MUSIC FOR HUMAN BEINGS 
COMES FROM BV//AAST 


TOMOKO MUKAIYAMA 


BVHAAST 9406 BVHAAST 9801 BVHAAST1000 

KYOKO HASHIMOTO 


WILLEM BREUKER 
KOLLEKTIEF & W 
DENISE JANNAH [ 


LISTEN 
UP! b 


THIRST! BVHAAST 0300 f 


■31 206243534, e-mail:' wbk@xs4all.nl www.xs4all.nl/~wbk/ 



www .planet-mu.com 
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Sulphur: Compound 
discoveries within 

and outside the catalogue ‘ 

T f* 

Released May 2001 / 
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Avant Rock 

Reviewed by Tom Ridge 











Classical 

Reviewed by Andy Hamilton 
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Global 

Reviewed by Richard Henderson 

















HipHop 

Reviewed by Dave Tompkins 
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Outer Limits 

Reviewed by David Keenan 








Ether Talk 

Despatches from the digital domain. This month: San Francisco MoMA’s 
010101 expo is spearheading the growth of online art happenings. 
Words: Seeta Pena Gangadharan 






























Print Run 

New music books: devoured, dissected, dissed 
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jazz on 3 

Saturdays* 
11.30pm - lam 
bbc radio 3 


Jah Wobble and Deep Space 

Genesis P-Orridge & Thee Majesty 

@ 

The Guild Hall 
Preston, Lancashire 

Saturday 28th April 2001 - 8pm 

Tickets: £10.00 

Box Office: 01772 258858 

http://www.uclan.ac.uk/business_services/conf/sacred/sacred.htm 































MIRROR MAN 

(A Geography Of Sound in Two Acts) 

DAVIDTHOMAS 

PALE ORCHESTRA 
&CHORUS 

A startlingly original piece of neo-beat 
music theatre meets road movie 


URBAK 

BEATS 


5.5 

Vivian N’Dour 
Orchestra Boabab um 

special guest MCYoussou N’Dour 


6.5 NEW YORK 

Arto Lindsay 
Blonde Redhead 

+ special guests 


7.5 CARACAS „ 

line-up to be announced 

11.5 TOKYO 

Buffalo Daughter 
Cicala Mvta 
An Chang Project 


12.5 LONDON 

Badmarsh and Shri 
Trilok Gurtu 
Joi 


more artistsio be announced 


i 


phone the Box Office 

for tickets and a brochure 

Box Office 

020 7638 8891 (bkgfee) 

www.barbican.org.uk 

www.ticketweb.co.uk 













On Location 

Live and kicking: festivals, concerts, clubs in the flesh 
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JOANNA MacGREGOR 
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JIM HALL QUARTET 
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MONDAY 30 APRIL 7.45PM 

JOHN SURMAN & 

JACK DeJOHNETTE 
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QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
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LON DON CARG 0 the revolution you hoped for. but a lot easier on the 


WITH JON GIBSON AND SPECIAL GUEST ALEXANDER BALANESCU 


from hell', one armed with the bullet, the other language TV variety shows like Sabado Gigante and 

blending traditional corrido ballads with the wrestler El Gigante trying to do the limbo as it does 

Wed 30 May MANCHESTER 

£..v BRIDGEWATER HALL 0161 907 9000 

Thu 31 May LEICESTER 
- DEM0NTF0RT HALL 0116 233 3111 

£ f - ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL020 7%0 4242 
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On Location 



ACTIVATING THE MEDIUM 

SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF 
MODERN ART 





































Out There 

April’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcast listings 
























































































































































































































































































































































Directory 


Label/distributor contacts for this month’s issue 





















































































































Subscribe now 


Subscribing to The Wire is the best way to get hold of copies of “the most essential 
music magazine of the contemporary era” (Forced Exposure). And here’s why... 

















Back Issues 


Details of all available back issues, and an index of contents of issues after 100, are 
available at www.thewire.co.uk Articles from sold out issues are added every month 



When ordering back issues, subscribers can get copies of the following CDs - free 




Order form for subscriptions and/or back issues. Or order online at www.thewire. 


Subscribe here 


UK □ £36 Europe □ Air £50 USA & Canada □ Air US$85/£50 



Your details 




' □ Surface £5/US$8.50 





























































Epiphanies 

Having breathlessly chased after Robert Wyatt, Damon Krukowski explains 
how his hero’s example now helps his music to grow older with grace 
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Coming next month 

Free and exclusive to all Wire 
su bscri bers The Wi re Ta pper 7 



Subscribe now or miss out 



With the May 2001 issue of The Wire, all subscribers 
worldwide will receive a copy of The Wire Tapper 7, 
the latest volume in our series of custom-made CDs 
showcasing vanguard sounds from across the 
spectrum of The Wire’s musical universe 

The Wire Tapper 7 will be available exclusively to Wire subscribers; it won’t be on sale in any 
shops anywhere. So if you are not yet a subscriber, and want to get your hands on a copy of 






“The most essential music magazine of the contemporary era” - Forced Exposure 



























